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Special Board of Selectmen’s Meeting

May 19, 2011

Present: First Selectman Gayle Weinstein; Selectman David Muller; Selectman Dan 
Gilbert; Town Administrator Tom Landry; Administrative Assistant Judy DeVito; 

This meeting was recorded and videotaped. The tapes are available in the 
Selectmen’s office.

Ms. Weinstein called the meeting to order at 7:00pm

Pledge of Allegiance – Dan Gilbert led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance

Discussion/interview of Woody Bliss; Dick Bochinski; Nina Daniel; Kenneth C. 
Edgar Jr.; Sutton Keany; Susan Moch; Stanley B. Scheinman; Dennis Tracey III 
for the Select Committee on Charter Revision.

Woody Bliss- The previous First Selectman said the Charter is the key document that 
controls the Town and it needs to be looked at. The committee should solicit information 
from other people as well as the Board of Selectmen.

Dick Bochinski- When he read that they were going to consider a Charter Revision 
Committee he got the charter out and went through it and realized that it does need some 
attention, some minor things and some really substantive things. He feels that his
experience serving on many Boards in Town might be helpful in the process.

Nina Daniel- She is currently on the Commission on Aging. She is interested in good 
governance and in increasing that participation of the Town in the government. Those are 
the things that she feels Charter revision can address and are all issues that are important 
to our well being. Ms. Weinstein said that the Charter revision is with regard to the whole 
charter, and not just that one particular section. 

Ms. Daniel said that they are working on the issue of the whole Charter with the League 
of Women Voters. They have started some research on that and everything is on the 
table. She said they would be happy to contribute to the deliberations any information or 
research that they produce. She feels she has a fresh look at everything. 

Kenneth C. Edgar Jr.- He was a partner in a major law firm in New York City for 30 
years. He was sited as one of the best lawyers in America for 20 years in row. The last 
year he practiced he was sited by his peers as being one of the top 100 lawyers in New 
York City. He has vast experience in legal matters, analyzing and commenting on and 
revising legal documents. He has the experience, knowledge, leadership abilities and the 
time on his hands to contribute in this way. Ms. Weinstein said that he leads the Town’s 
Volunteer Coalition. He is a member of Kiwanis and the Zoning Board of Appeals. He is 
currently working on the DTC’s by-law revision. 
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Sutton Keany- He is a retired lawyer who worked at a Wall Street Law Firm for about 
36 years and prior to that he practiced for four years in Puerto Rico. He and his wife have 
lived in Weston since 1998. Most of what he did in practice for 40 years involved 
creating, editing and dealing with complex documents. He feels he might have something 
to contribute and he also feels a need to contribute to the Town and this strikes him as a 
very important project. He was involved with the Town’s EMS squad for about four 
years.

Stanley B. Scheinman- He was a participant in the revision in the Westport Charter. He 
feels the most important thing that he can contribute to the process is to bring with him 
the various things that occurred during Westport’s Charter Revision. One of the things he 
was not prepared for was the enormous conflict which the Charter Commission found 
with the Board of Education.   He also fought for Sunshine and Transparency 
requirements which were written into the charter. 

Dennis Tracey III- He is glad to be a part of the Town and for that reason he wants to 
help in whatever way he can. Ms. Weinstein said that he has been a big help to her both 
handling Lachat and chairing the Legal Review Committee. Dennis said he saw this as a 
very similar task, very significant issue of public importance and some serious issues. 
Some may be sensitive, a need to get community input, a need to break down into teams 
and make sure you focus and dig into any issues that come and get to the right answer.   

Ms. Weinstein said that are going to have more interviews at our June 2nd meeting and at 
that meeting we will make a decision as to the committee members. 

Discussion/decision regarding the appointment of Jordan Nathaniel Fenster to fill 
the vacancy (Donna Robinson) on the Commission for the Arts for a term to expire 
June 30, 2012. Mr. Fenster said he is currently the entertainment editor for the New 
Haven Register. He has done news his whole professional life. He was a musician at the 
age of five playing violin and went to the High School Performing Arts for theatre. 
Music, art and writing have been the focus of his life until he had children. 

Mr. Muller made a motion to appoint Jordan Nathaniel Fenster to fill the vacancy of 
Donna Robinson on the Commission for the Arts for a term to expire June 30, 2012. Mr. 
Gilbert seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Discussion/decision regarding a request from the Weston Historical Society for 
$1,000 from the Community Grant line item to help fund the production of the Civil 
War Exhibit Guide. Reg Bowden from the Weston Historical Society said that they are 
in their 50th year as a Historical Society in Weston. They are commemorating the 150th

anniversary of the start of the civil war by opening their new archive which will happen 
in September. The will continue their capital campaign to raise funds to complete the 
vault and the workroom down stairs and the mezzanine which will be a more permanent 
exhibit area. 
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He is asking the Town for $1,000 to contribute to the success of the capital campaign. 
Ms. Weinstein said the Historical Society is building a building that is going to house 
some of our most precious documents. She felt it was within their purview to utilize some 
of our community grant funding to help them realize their goal of completing the vault in 
the building. 

Margaret Wirtenberg asked if at the end of the year the Town they had more money 
available would they be willing to increase the amount. Ms. Weinstein said she was 
comfortable with giving the Historical Society $1,000 but it was open for discussion 
among the three selectmen. Mr. Muller said should the Historical Society feel towards the 
end of the year that the money is not appropriate or needs to be augmented the Selectmen 
would be happy to look at it again.   

Mr. Gilbert made a motion to approve $1,000 from the Community Grant Line Item to 
the Weston Historical Society to help fund the production of the Civil War Exhibit 
Guide. Mr. Muller seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Discussion/decision regarding the two year renewal of the Support Service Fee, 
Section 4 of the Ordinance Regulating Land Use Fees- Tracy Kulikowski
Tracy said this ordinance has been in effect since 2006 and it allows the land use boards, 
Planning and Zoning, Conservation Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals to engage 
an outside consultant should there be a specific issue that arises on an application that 
they feel they need outside expertise on. At this point it has been used exclusively by the 
Conservation Commission although Planning and Zoning Commission as a result of that 
has been an indirect beneficiary. She spoke to all three chairs on the boards and they feel 
that the ordinance is working fine so they would like to have it extended for two more 
years. 

Mr. Muller made a motion to extend the Support Service Fee, Section 4 of the Ordinance 
Regulating Land Use Fees to the effective date June 30, 2013. Mr. Gilbert seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously.

Discussion/decision regarding setting a public hearing date for reviewing the 
Support Service Fee, Section 4 of the Ordinance Regulating Land Use (if needed)-
Tracy Kulikowski- Not needed.

Open Items

Ongoing updates

Grants- Gayle Weinstein- No new news

Revson Field- Ms. Weinstein met with Dave Ungar and Dan Clark. They 
reviewed the proposals from Milone & MacBroom and from Dr. Dest regarding the 
third party oversight that was discussed for Revson Field. They have decided the best 
route would be to go with Dr. Dest so they are going to hire him. Five bid packets 
have been picked up so far. 
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Mr. Gilbert asked what it would take to bring him on board. Ms. Weinstein said Dave 
Ungar would have a conversation with him tomorrow if he did not already and will 
get him on board as soon as possible. Mr. Gilbert felt it was very important that Dr. 
Dest look at the specifications. Ms. Weinstein said that he was.

Mr. Gilbert said we do not have outcome measures. We need to put the burden of 
responsibility on the contractor and we can do that by taking the specification as they 
are, have Dr. Dest review them and then tell us what the outcome would be with those 
specifications. Ms. Weinstein said she would Dave Ungar talk to Dr. Dest about that 
to see if it was possible.

Mr. Pritsker put his concerns about the field in writing and gave it to the Selectmen. 

Mr. McDonough asked if there was any intent to get the required permits. He said 
you need a permit from either the CT DEP or the Army Corp. of Engineers. Ms. 
Weinstein said she would check into it.

Mr. Maggio said he walked Revson, Bisceglie and Morehouse and in the Vincent 
McDermott report of 2006 he speaks of the area at Revson which is now flooded. He 
said that there was talk about filling in the hollows and that would hopefully solve the 
problem. He wants to know if it was ever determined if the hollows were filled. Until 
you have done the collection of information and the proper diagnoses he did not know 
if you could start treatment.

Ticker File, Discuss as updated

Reimbursement from State for school projects- Tracy Kulikowski-
 O&G did submit an additional package of materials to the State at the end of March 
so they are just waiting to hear from that. Once they hear from that they can get the 
auditors back here and start looking at the process.

Discussion/approval of the minutes of the May 5, 2011 Board of Selectmen’s 
meeting and the Public Hearings on Bulky Printed Material on Private Property 
and Tax Relief for the Elderly ordinances. Mr. Gilbert made a motion to approve
the minutes. Mr. Muller seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

At 8:05pm Mr. Gilbert made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Muller seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted

Judy M. DeVito
Administrative Assistant
Approved 06/02/11
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