COMMISSION ON AGING MEETING

MINUTES

May 7, 2012

Present:  Commission members Helen de Keijzer, Terry Hulley, Nina Daniel, Peggy Anderson, and Bruce Lorentzen, Senior Center Director Wendy Petty, Program Coordinator Pam Wilson, Social Services Director Charlene Chiang-Hillman, and Dial-A-Ride driver Gordon Green.

Helen discussed the upcoming Long Term Planning meeting and asked the group to be thinking of topics we would like to discuss that day.  The meeting is planned for June 8th at 9:00am at the Senior Center.  

The idea of adding Easton and Fairfield to the towns that Dial-A-Ride supports was discussed.   Many, including Gordon, feel that while adding the towns might be valuable, there isn’t enough time as it is to cover the existing areas for Gordon.  He is already going over his hours.

Social Services:  Charlene gave her report that more seniors are having financial difficulties.  She noted that adult children and grandchildren are moving into seniors’ homes, increasing cost of living, etc.  Warm Up Fund being wrapped up at this time.  There were a lot of electric shut offs, but Charlene has accessed $10,000 additional funds from various sources, each requiring enormous amount of paperwork and time to apply.  A number of tax relief requests have also been received.

Senior Center:  Wendy gave her report that new people are coming in as well as regulars.  Need to have significant attendance to justify expense of classes and programs.  She also reported that her budget was cut and not clear when it was cut.  Wendy will set up a meeting with Rick, Bruce and herself to discuss. A major concern is lack of adequate staff coverage because of safety factors.  The Board endorsed Wendy’s efforts to address that need.

Helen suggested that, if possible, at the June 4th regular monthly meeting it would be helpful for us to see the potential additional space for Senior Center expansion and recommended that some of the June 8th planning meeting focus on future use of space.

Wendy is working with high school student, Brian Lamy on the website development.  He has offered to do it for free, possibly a small stipend, or we have a woman in town who is giving us a proposal on a professional website. 

Wendy and Pam are working on a fundraising effort – a Classic Car show in September to raise money for the Senior Center.  Wendy is working with Gayle and Tom on approvals.

Friends:  Nina discussed the Friends’ Strawberry Musical Festival on June 7th from 3:00-4:30pm at the Center.  Invitations to Commissioners will be sent out.  Wendy, Pam, Helen, and Nina will give a quick report on state of the Senior Center at that time.

Next meeting is June 4th at 8:30am.

Respectfully submitted,

Wendy Petty (with notes by Nina Daniel)

