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Ragamuffin Parade will move to Norfield Church

The 21st Annual Halloween Ragamuffin Party, an event designed to provide the youngest children of Weston with a safe and fun place to celebrate Halloween while raising money for UNICEF, is just around the corner – and in a new location: the Norfield Congregational Church.
This year’s event, sponsored by the Weston Women’s League (WWL), will take place on October 31, 2007, at Norfield Parish Hall. The party features a lineup of activities including games, refreshments, temporary tattoos and a costume contest. Judges for the contest will be Weston First Selectman Woody Bliss, First Selectman candidate Gail Weinstein, the Rev. Dr. Bernard R. Wilson of Norfield Congregational Church and former President of WWL, Dawn Egan.
The festivities kick off at 4:30 pm with games, music and a picture-perfect Halloween photo spot. At 5:30 pm, children will parade around Norfield for the judges’ viewing. At 5:45 pm, judges will announce the winners of the costume contest. This year’s categories include: “Best 4 and Under;” “Best 5 and Older;” “Best Group;” and “Most Creative” with prizes for all categories.

There is no charge for refreshments or activities; however, there is a suggested donation of $10 per family with all proceeds benefiting UNICEF.
Now through Halloween, volunteers from the WWL will also seek to raise money for UNICEF by selling glow products on the soccer and baseball fields. In addition, students of Hurlbutt Elementary and the Weston Intermediate School will be filling their boxes with spare change.  For the first time, 6th and 7th graders will also bring home UNICEF boxes to help children overseas. Also participating in the UNICEF drive is the Weston High School Key Club, a group of 180 students dedicated to community service. 

“We are thrilled that the Middle School and Key Club are involved this year,” said WWL President Mercedes Velgot. “Weston’s young people have a great sense of volunteerism, and they are the next generation of global citizens. These kids understand that small acts of kindness and generosity matter, especially for children who are truly poor and in need. Hopefully, we can encourage Weston’s kids to help other kids around the world through UNICEF,” she concluded.
According to UNICEF, here is how the change you drop into a Trick or Treat for UNICEF box adds up for children in need around the world: one quarter purchases four boxes of crayons; $3 purchases school supplies for one child for one year; $12 feeds 20 hungry kids; $24 equals mosquito nets and protection from malaria; $75 feeds 208 severely malnourished children; $100 vaccinates 200 children against polio. “When you look at those numbers, you can really see how the change you carry in your pocket or purse can alter the life of a child. That’s the beauty of the global efforts of UNICEF: your pocket money is multiplied a thousand-fold. And that’s why the WWL promotes this campaign year after year,” added Ms. Velgot.
Questions or inquiries about the Ragamuffin Parade and UNICEF campaign can be directed to Jane Hoeffner at jhoeffner@optonline.net.
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