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Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
 
February 25, 2010 
 
Present: First Selectman Gayle Weinstein; Selectman Dan Gilbert; Town Administrator 
Tom Landry; Administrative Assistant Judy DeVito; Members of the Cemetery 
Committee. 
 
This meeting was recorded and video taped and the tapes are available in the 
Selectmen’s office. 
 
Mr. Muller joined the meeting by telephone. 
 
Ms. Weinstein called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance- Hal Mathews leads the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Discussion/decision regarding the reappointment of Raymond Rauth as Weston 
representative to the South Western Region Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. Mr. Rauth 
said that the technical advisory committee’s purpose and function is to advise SWRPA on 
matters related to cycling and pedestrian activity in the region. Each Town appoints a 
representative to that committee. 
 
One of the things he hopes to achieve in the next few years is to get the east coast 
greenway that is mapped through Fairfield County along the coast marked. He has 
worked on the state bicycle planning steering committee which produced the present 
bicycle pedestrian plan for the State of Connecticut.  
 
Ms. Weinstein said that Mr. Rauth has been working with Chief Troxell to make our 
roads in Weston a little safer for bicyclist and at Mr. Rauth’s suggestion we now have 
something on our website that if you see a problem you can email us so that our road 
crew can fix it.  
 
Mr. Gilbert made a motion to reappoint Raymond Rauth as Weston’s representative to 
the South Western Region Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. Mr. Muller seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion/decision regarding the appointment of John Kirchner as an alternate on 
the Board of Assessment Appeals to fill the vacancy (Ryan Cornell) for a term to 
expire December 31, 2011. John Kirchner said he was asked to volunteer for this 
position and feels that volunteering is very important in the Weston community. He said 
that he feels he brings a skill set to it. In terms of knowledge, he went through the process 
himself so he has familiarity with the process. He feels he can bring a fair approach and 
common sense and can do a good job. He has not attended any meetings but has talked to 
Ryan Cornell about it.  
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Mr. Gilbert made a motion to appoint John Kirchner as an alternate to the Board of 
Assessment Appeals to fill the vacancy of Ryan Cornell for a term to expire December 
31, 2011. Mr. Muller seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Discussion/decision regarding the reappointment of Robert Uzenoff, David Coprio 
and Paul Deysenroth Jr. to the Lachat Advisory Committee for a term to expire 
December 31, 2011. Mr. Gilbert made a motion to reappoint Robert Uzenoff, David 
Coprio and Paul Deysenroth Jr. to the Lachat Advisory Committee for a term to expire 
December 31, 2011. Mr. Muller seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Note* In error the committee name on the agenda is listed as the Lachat Advisory 
Committee and should have been the Lachat Homestead Committee. The minutes of the 
March 4, 2010 meeting reflects the reappointments to the correct committee “Lachat 
Homestead Committee”. 
 
 
Accept the resignation of Louellen Bartholomae from the Commission on Aging 
effective immediately. Mr. Gilbert made a motion to accept the resignation of Louellen 
Bartholomae from the Commission on Aging effective immediately. Mr. Muller 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion regarding site for a Town owned cemetery – Richard Wolf. 
Richard Wolf, Pam Bochinski, Hal Mathews and Stuart Pearl from the cemetery 
committee were in attendance. Pam Bochinski said that they have reviewed and slightly 
revised the matrix of considerations that they have been taking into account in selecting 
the cemetery site. They have attempted to refine it by assigning weights to several of the 
considerations.  
 
They assigned a value on each of the considerations on a scale of 1 to 10 for each 
property. They are currently considering three properties, Jarvis, Fromson- Strassler and 
Moore-Lord’s Highway. Those values were totaled and that is what is shown in the 
unweighted tabulation. The second matrix is doing the same thing with the weighted 
valuations.  
 
As stated in the Selectmen’s charge, they are looking for a site which would provide the 
Town with burial space for 50 years. Calculating 10 to 12 burials a year and 300 burials 
per acre this means a site of approximately 2 acres minimum. Since the ratio between full 
internments and ash internments is speculative, this is out of necessity an “educated 
guess”, but reasonable given present information. Ms. Bochinski went through a narrative 
explanation of general considerations for selecting a cemetery site which are attached to 
the minutes. 
 
 Ms. Bochinski said that they would like the Selectmen to review and digest the 
information and give the committee some further direction regarding the properties to be 
considered or not considered as a cemetery site and the next steps that they should take to 
move the project along.  



February 25, 2010 3

 
Ms. Weinstein said that at the request of Mr. Mathews she had Mr. Conte look at 
Bisceglie Scribner Park again. There is 1.87 acre of land of the north side that looks very 
nice. Mr. Conte felt it would be an appropriate choice. Mr. Wolf said they had looked at 
that site and discounted it. The grades are steep and the access is terrible. The committee 
did not see as a viable alternative and it is less than 2 acres.   
 
Mr. Wolf said that the committee would like to walk with the Board of Selectmen one 
morning and examine each of the sites. Ms. Weinstein asked if they had heard from any 
neighbors surrounding Jarvis or Moore. Mr. Wolf said he believed there was a 
correspondence from an individual on the Moore property. Mr. Wolf said that the 
Planning and Zoning summary dedicating Town land for a cemetery or memorial garden 
there were 330 people that said they would favor it.  
 
Ms. Weinstein said that the Board of Selectmen would be very willing to walk the sites 
and she would arrange for a joint meeting to walk the sites. Ms. Weinstein asked the 
committee if they had started on updating financial projections and what they think it 
would cost the Town. Mr. Wolf said they had not talked about the financials yet.  
 
Mr. Muller said that it sounds like the next steps are a site visit and some work on the 
financial model. Mr. Wolf said after the Selectmen visit the site that the committee would 
like the Selectmen to pick a site and ask the committee to work with that.    
 
Mr. Gilbert said that he thinks we need to have a public meeting on it. Ms. Weinstein 
agreed and said she thought it was important that the public have input on this. They will 
plan a site walk when Mr. Gilbert gets back from France.  
 
Mr. Gilbert asked the members if they had to pick one which would it be. Ms. Bochinski, 
Mr. Mathews and Mr. Pearl said Jarvis. Mr. Wolf said Moore and his least favorite is 
Jarvis and the committee thought that Mr. Hume’s preferred Fromson- Strassler.   
 
Discussion/decision regarding acceptance of EECBG grant award in the amount of 
$54,500, and authorization of the First Selectman to sign the Notice of Grant Award.  
Ms. Weinstein said that we had already done this. When it was authorized the first time 
they had authorized the First Selectman and not a particular person.  
 
Discussion/decision regarding changing the meeting date of March 18, 2010. Ms. 
Weinstein said that both she and Mr. Muller have a conflict that night. After a brief 
discussion the Board decided on March 15th. Mr. Gilbert made a motion to change the 
meeting date from March 18, 2010 to March 15, 2010. Mr. Muller seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Discussion/decision regarding calling a Special Town Meeting for the purpose of 
authorizing a bond issue for various School and Town Building capital items. 
Tentative date of March 23, with a tentative amount of $ 6.5 million. Ms. Weinstein 
said that she would like to call a Special Town Meeting and an informational meeting for 
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the purpose of authorizing the bond issue and having an informational meeting prior to 
that to discuss what the bond issue is about. Ms. Weinstein proposed a date of March 23rd 
at 7:00pm before the Board of Finance public hearing on the Annual Town Budget.  
 
Mr. Gilbert made a motion to call a Special Town Meeting for the purpose of authorizing 
a bond issue for various Town and Building Capital Items on March 23, 2010 at 7:00pm 
at the Middle School Cafeteria. Mr. Muller seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Discussion/decision regarding calling an informational meeting related to the 
Special Town Meeting for March 15, 2010. Mr. Gilbert made a motion to call an 
informational meeting related to the Special Town Meeting on March 15, 2010 at 7:00pm 
at Town Hall. Mr. Muller seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
Open Items 
 

Ongoing update 
 

Grants- Gayle Weinstein- We did not make the second round of the fire house 
construction grant but there is a third round. We did sign paper work to get the 
JAG grant for the police department and we are on our way to get the EECBG 
grant. We are looking to put that towards the new air conditioning unit that will be 
much more energy efficient. 

 
Fuel Cell- Gayle Weinstein- Ms. Weinstein said the decision from the DPUC was 
very favorable for the Town. It was a draft decision and we did get two major 
exceptions to that ruling, one from CL&P and one from United Illuminating. 
United Illuminating is taking exception to the fact that in the ruling they gave us a 
broader range than what we had asked for. We had specifically asked to net meter 
two meters on the same piece of property and buildings that are right next to each 
other. The ruling stated that as long as it is one owner you can aggregate those 
meters as well and that is what United Illuminating is taking exception too. There 
concern was about the precedent that is going to be set going forward.   
 
CL&P had a different issue. Their issue is they are going to be losing distribution 
and transmission fees by us doing that which will shift the burden of our fees onto 
the rest of there customers. This may or may not be true but she is working on this 
with Ken Bernhard. There is a public hearing on March 5th that she and Mr. 
Bernhard will be attending and Mr. Bliss will also be speaking at the hearing.  
 
Booster Barn- Gayle Weinstein- Roof is on, flooring has been poured. The total 
financial commitments so far is $220,000 so we are still within budget. 
 
Lachat- Gayle Weinstein- We have the report from the architect. The next step 
was for her to talk to Mr. Patton from the Nature Conservancy since we own the 
property jointly. Mr. Patton said whatever we want to do with the property that it 
was up to us. She will reach out to the Nature Center Building Committee and 



February 25, 2010 5

thinks they should hold a public meeting to solicit input as to what we should do 
with the building.  
 
Tickler file, discuss as updated 

 
Reimbursement from State for school projects- Tom Landry- Waiting to find out 
who the proper signatory is without a School Building Committee constituted.  
 
January Tax Collection- Tom Landry- Total collections today are about 1/10 of a 
percent of what they were a year ago for the end of February. We are about 96 ½ 
percent collected. 

 
 
Any other business to come properly before the meeting- None 
 
 
Discussion/approval of the Board of Selectmen’s meeting minutes of the Special 
joint Board of Selectmen’s and Board of Finance meeting on January 26, February 
4, 2010 Board of Selectmen’s meeting and the Special February 9, 2010 Board of 
Selectmen’s meeting.  
Mr. Gilbert made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Joint Board of 
Selectman and Board of Finance January 26, 2010 meeting. Mr. Muller seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Muller made a motion to approve the minutes of the Board of Selectmen meeting of 
February 4, 2010. Mr. Gilbert seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Muller made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Board of Selectmen’s 
meeting held February 9, 2010. Mr. Gilbert seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.    
 
At 8:45pm Mr. Gilbert made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Muller seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Judy M. DeVito 
Administrative Assistant 
Approved 4/01/10 


