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Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
 
May 06, 2010 
 
Present: First Selectman Gayle Weinstein; Selectman David Muller; Selectman Dan 
Gilbert; Town Administrator Tom Landry; Administrative Assistant Judy DeVito;  
 
This meeting was recorded and videotaped. The tapes are available in the 
Selectmen’s office. 
 
Ms. Weinstein called the meeting to order at 7:50pm 
 
Pledge of Allegiance- Mr. Bliss lead the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Discussion/decision regarding the Community Covenant. - Gil Sanborn  
Gil Sanborn presented the Community Covenant that has been drafted in conjunction 
with an event in Weston to show our support of our military. Colonel J.B. Burton who 
lead the Dagger brigade in 2006 and 2007 has been invited. He will talk to the 
community about the role of the brigade and specifically the benefit of Weston’s support 
to the troops. They will show a movie called “The Surge.”  
 
Ms. Weinstein praised Joyce Green, Nina Daniels and Jane Young- Anglim for the 
excellent job that they did on the Covenant. Mr. Gilbert made a motion to endorse the 
Town of Weston Community Covenant as presented. Mr. Muller seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion/decision regarding a request for funding from Homes with Hope- Hal 
Shupack- Hal Shupack introduced the new President of Homes with Hope, Jeff Weiser. 
Mr. Wieser became the President in March of this year but has been on the board since 
1989 and is committed to the mission of Homes with Hope.  
 
Since 2002 the Town’s annual contribution has ranged from $12,222 to $14,853 which is 
what it has been for the last two years. In addition to that, there have been 64 Weston 
families, churches and clubs who have donated in excess of $30,000. They are grateful 
for the Weston support. 
 
When it comes to Weston residents, they have seen the main portion of the activity in 
their programs in the Gillespie center and the Hoskins’ place. They are emergency 
shelters for single men and women. In 2005 there were 3 Westonites, 2006 there were 6, 
2007 there were 5, 2008 there were 3, 2009 there were 4 but so far in 2010 there are 6 
Westonites in the shelters. The 6 people range in age from 25 to 57. 
 
Ms. Weinstein asked how much Wilton and Westport were giving. Mr. Shupack said 
Wilton splits its contribution between them and the Norwalk shelter. They give us 
$8,000. Westport gives $12,000 for programs; additionally they give the use of the 
Gillespie Center and Hoskins’ place for $1.00, the three houses on Wassel lane for $1.00, 
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100 % tax abatement on 10 West End Avenue and the Westport Rotary Centennial 
House. They also give them 50% tax abatement on Saugatuck Avenue Houses as well as 
the apartments. The total adds up to about $60,000 to $70,000 per year. 
 
This coming year they are forecasting a loss. Individual donations have held up well 
however they have lost two majors donors, Paul Newman and Bernie Nevas.  Foundation 
giving is also down. 
 
The only money that has been given out so far from The Community Grant line item for 
this Fiscal Year was to Homes with Hope. Weston Warm-Up fund will be coming in with 
a request for the current fiscal year. Mr. Muller is concerned that requesting money from 
the fund becomes a first come first serve and this would be using half of the money in the 
fund. He would like to figure out who the potential organizations are that could ask for 
funds. He did not want to penalize those who have a different fiscal cycle that come in 
and we have already given out all the funds. In the past the only the only ones that have 
asked for funds are Homes with Hope, Warm Up Fund and First Night. 
 
Mr. Muller made a motion to allocate the amount of $14, 853, to fund Homes with Hope 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2010 from the Community Grants line item. Mr. 
Gilbert seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion/decision regarding the acceptance of Banks Drive and Smith Ridge Road 
as Town Roads. John Conte, Town Engineer, said there were two roads within the sub-
division, the first road is titled Banks Drive and the second road is Smith Ridge. They 
obtained their approval a few years ago. Mr. Conte did the final inspection a few weeks 
ago and there were four items that had to be completed before they got to this stage.  
 
A road sign along with two stop signs had to be installed and the removal of a dead tree 
at the end of Banks Drive. These have been done. The vacuuming of the southern catch 
basin has also been done. They have met all the requirements and the final coat of asphalt 
has been in place for two years.  
 
Mr. Muller made a motion that the Town accept Banks Drive and Smith Ridge Road as 
Town Roads. Mr. Gilbert seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Accept the resignation of Marianne Murray from Zoning Board of Appeals effective 
immediately. Mr. Gilbert made a motion to accept the resignation of Marianne Murray 
from the Zoning Board of Appeals effective immediately. Mr. Muller seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Discussion/decision regarding authorization for the Town Clerk to execute a 
certified resolution for a Historic Document Preservation Grant for $3,000- Donna 
Anastasia. Ms. Weinstein said that this is a grant that we apply for every year. The Town 
Clerk uses this grant to scan books to preserve our records.  
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Mr. Muller made a motion to authorize Gayle Weinstein as First Selectman to execute 
and deliver in the name and behalf of the Town of Weston a contract with the 
Connecticut State Library for a Historic Document Preservation Grant. Mr. Gilbert 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Review Town of Weston 2010 Plan of Conservation and Development- Stephan 
Grozinger and Donald Saltzman joined the Board of Selectmen. The Board went through 
the document and gave their comments to Stephan Grozinger and Mr. Saltzman. The 
Selectmen will continue their discussion after the public hearing and put their comments 
in writing to Planning and Zoning.  
 
Discussion/decision regarding the appointment of Bruce E. Lorentzen to fill the 
vacancy (Lou Ellen Bartholmae) on the Commission on Aging for a term to expire 
December 31, 2010. Mr. Lorentzen said that he has been a resident since 1978. He 
retired from CL&P last year. His background is in engineering and management. He has 
attended about four meetings and he couldn’t believe the depth and breadth of the 
knowledge of the group. 
 
Mr. Gilbert made a motion to appoint Bruce E. Lorentzen to fill the vacancy on the 
Commission on Aging for a term to expire December 31, 2010. Mr. Muller seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion/decision regarding a request of $60,000 from the Youth Services Special 
Revenue Fund to support the funding of a School Social Worker position for 2010-
2011 school year. This item was tabled to the next meeting. 
 
Discussion/decision regarding resolution authorizing the First Selectman to 
negotiate and execute all necessary Grant Agreement/Contract documents on behalf 
of the Town of Weston with the Department of Transportation of the State of 
Connecticut to the State Matching Grant Program for Elderly and Disabled 
Demand Responsive Transportation. Right now we have $16,058 available for a grant. 
Mr. Gilbert asked about the submission date of April 23rd for the application from 
SWRPA to the State of Connecticut. Margaret Wirtenberg said that she would check on 
it. 
 
Mr. Muller made a motion to authorize the First Selectman to negotiate and execute all 
the necessary Grant Agreement/Contract documents on behalf of the Town of Weston 
with the Department of Transportation of the State of Connecticut for the State Matching 
Grant Program for Elderly and Disabled Demand Responsive Transportation AKA Dial a 
Ride. Mr. Gilbert seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion/decision regarding scheduling a Joint Board of Selectmen, Board of 
Education and Board of Finance meeting. Ms. Weinstein said that we passed one 
budget and are already working on the next. She feels that all three boards should meet to 
get the ball rolling. Mr. Gilbert said it was important to get the five year plan because we 
have an obligation in the charter to do that and it would be very important to get them 



May 6, 2010 4

done before the next budget process begins. Ms. Weinstein said that was one of the items 
that will be discussed. 
 
Mr. Gilbert made a motion to schedule a joint Board of Selectman, Board of Education 
and Board of Finance meeting for June, the exact date and time to be determined. Mr. 
Muller seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Discussion/decision regarding increasing the fee for garbage stickers. Currently the 
stickers are $1.00 and residents who are eligible for 60% abatement currently only pay 
.50 per garbage sticker and those eligible for 75% abatement pay .25 per sticker. Mr. 
Gilbert was concerned about residents not putting stickers on the bags. Ms. Weinstein 
said that if Mr. Gilbert wanted to bring a solution to the table she would be happy to add 
it to the agenda.  
 
Mr. Muller made a motion to increase the fee for garbage stickers by 50% to a total 
amount of $1.50 effective July 1, 2010. Mr. Gilbert seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Muller made a motion to increase the fee for garbage stickers for those on abatement 
by .25 cents respectively. Mr. Gilbert seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Request for property tax refunds 

George Dumitru   $5,607.38 
Mercedes –Benz   $3,136.71 
BMW Financial Services  $1,161.31 
VW Credit       $419.81 
Toyota Financial Services     $240.33 
Robert M. Clark      $157.60 

     Total              $10,759.73 
There was a deletion from the list that is in the packet. It is for Kermit Daniel in the 
amount of $36.59. Mr. Muller made a motion to refund property taxes in the amount of 
$10,759.73 allocated as per the package supplied. Mr. Gilbert seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Open Items 

Ongoing update 
 

Grants- Gayle Weinstein- No new news 
 
Booster Barn- CL& P is coming out May 13th to hook up the electricity. We 
are still waiting for an answer from DEP. 
 
Revson Field- There was a joint meeting with Parks and Recreation and the 
Board of Education which both she and Tom Landry attended. There were 
some maintenance issues with the field. Dave Ungar and Dan Clarke are 
going to come up with a plan to insure that the ongoing maintenance of the 
field is taken care of.  
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Robert Machson feels that they should be given a report from someone from 
the Town including who the original contractors were so see if they  might be 
liable, whether there were any subsequent acts which might have voided any 
guarantees, what are the existing legal contracts in effect which govern this 
matter and the extent to which we have examined those contracts and their 
status. He would like to see the $20,000 allocated to the infield spent on a 
neutral third party hired to look into it. Ms. Weinstein said she would speak to 
the Board of Finance about it. 
 
Robert Walpuck agreed with Mr. Machson. He has every document and every 
map and he knows exactly what went on. He would be willing to sit down 
with someone and tell them what happened.  
 
Mr. Gilbert suggested that we ask Parks and Recreation to come to the 
Selectmen’s meeting sometime in June and talk about where we are and where 
we should be going. Ms. Weinstein said she would consider it for a future 
meeting. 

 
Tickler file, discuss as updated 

 
Reimbursement from State for school projects- Tom Landry- No new 
news 

 
Lachat- Gayle Weinstein- Ms. Weinstein met with Steve Patton, Dennis 
Tracy, Nature Conservancy Attorney and Pat Sullivan. They discussed the 
nature of the relationship that the Town has with the Nature Conservancy 
which right now prohibits us from fully using that property. The Nature 
Conservancy has changed their focus and is interested in buying up land not 
only in this country but also South America.  We are exploring whether it is 
time to “divorce” them and whether it is better to divide up the property so 
that we can have useable space that we use for community projects or not. We 
will need some public meetings which the Nature Center Building Committee 
will hold to determine the pros and cons of this. One of the potential uses of 
the property is for a community farm.  
 
Fuel Cell- Gayle Weinstein- No new news 

 
Discussion/approval of the Board of Selectmen’s meeting minutes of April 1 and 
April 15, 2010 and the Special Board of Selectmen’s minutes of April 6, 2010. 
Mr. Gilbert made a motion to approve Board of Selectmen’s meeting minutes of April 6, 
2010 and April 15, 2010. Mr. Muller seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
Any other business to come properly before the meeting- None 

 
Executive- Police Contract negotiations 
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        Palmiero Settlement Agreement 
 
At 10:20pm Mr. Muller made a motion to go into executive session. Mr. Gilbert 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
         
ATTENDANCE: The meeting was convened at 10:22 pm in the First Selectman’s Office 
by Chairman Weinstein, with Selectmen Muller and Gilbert present. Also in attendance 
were Town Administrator Landry, and Police Commissioners Shupack, Gralnick, and 
Phillips. 
 
DISCUSSION: The meeting was called to update Board and Commission members on 
the latest positions and developments in the Police labor negotiations process, and to 
discuss possible responses. The group also reviewed the proposed settlement with Officer 
Palmiero in his heart and hypertension claim. No votes were taken. 
 
ADJOURN: At 10:44 pm, a motion (DM, DG second) to adjourn executive session and 
resume in open session passed unanimously. 
 
PALMEIRO SETTLEMENT:  A motion to authorize the First Selectman  to sign the 
proposed settlement agreement in the Palmiero Heart and Hypertension claim of former 
Officer Richard Palmiero ( DG, DM second, passed by unanimous vote). The agreement 
documents include an Agreement and General Release, a Permanent Partial Settlement 
Agreement, and a Settlement Agreement. 
 
ADJOURN: At 10:46 pm, a motion to adjourn the meeting (DG, DM second) passed by 
unanimous vote.  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Judy M. DeVito 
Administrative Assistant 
Approved 6/3/10 
 
 
 
 
 


