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AGENDA



Town of Weston, CT
Economic Vitality Committee

6 pm 

July 7, 2020


· Call Meeting to Order & take roll
· Approve minutes from the last meeting
· Review Mission Statement for the Economic Vitality Committee
· New Committee Member Discussion
· Follow Up on Cobbs Mill Discussion
· New Business
· Adjournment 
































The Meeting was called to order at 6 pm by Jonathan Luiz from the Town of Weston.
In attendance via Google Meet due to Covid-19 were Lance Scott, Charles Shipman, Kerem Dinlec, and secretary Carolyn Hill. New Member Dave Berger joined shortly after the meeting began.

I. We noted that we need the meeting notes from the meeting held June 8, 2020 so that we can approve them. Though it was noted that First Selectman, Chris Spaulding was in that meeting to direct the committee as to the Mission Statement for the Group.


II. Once it was agreed that Dave Berger was the fifth member of the committee, it was agreed that the full committee number would be seven members. Carolyn Hill said she had talked to a realtor in town and gotten the name of a commercial realtor to see if he would be interested in joining. He is with Berkshire Hathaway.

III. Jonathan Luiz noted that the Draft Plan of the Town’s Conservation and Development establishing a Village district was voted on by Planning and Zoning to take effect July 1, 2020. Lance Scott pointed out that the new zoning could mean new partners for development as well as possible grant money. Jonathan said that the Selectman had created this Economic Vitality Committee in order to help attract private investment into the town and make it as vibrant as possible. We have the Aspetuck Country Club, the Field Club in addition to the Downtown district. Cobbs Mill is of utmost concern as it has been dormant for several years. 

IV. Lance Scott brought up the fact that the town could go after grant money to develop Cobbs Mill and dredge the river. 

V. Kerem pointed out that all conversations right now are exploratory. Carolyn Hill said that she had been given Andy Glazer’s email who developed Gray Barnes in Silvermine. She has yet to be in touch. Lance Scott pointed out that his last interaction with Andy was July 19, 2019.

VI. It was discussed that having someone from the Planning and Zoning committee brief the Economic Vitality Committee would be a good idea as their adopted plan is now being handed off to the committee. 

VII. The new POCD plan adds great opportunities for the town of Weston. It should add seven to eight acres of land to the commercial area. There has been talk of moving the bus depot off of Weston Road. That could add commercial property. Lance Scott said that there is the possibility of adding several two story buildings. We would attract development partners. How do we enact the plan? It was decided among the committee members that they would start with exploratory meetings. Carolyn Hill said she would reach out to Andy Glazer. The committee wants to reach out to the P&Z committee to see if one of them can attend a meeting the week of July 20th.

VIII. Lance Scott also pointed out that before Covid-19 about 20% of the town of Weston residents worked from home. That number now is somewhere around 40%. The committee also wants to work on conveniences for the WFH residents. This includes better communications wiring – internet and cell reception. Dave Berger said his goal would be to have three things for the committee to accomplish for the end of the year. 

IX. Dave Berger did a quick introduction. He moved to Weston three years ago and lives near town center on Ridge Road. He has a law degree, but does not practice. He works from home as an entrepreneur. 

X. Carolyn Hill motioned to adjourn. It was seconded by Dave Berger



Meeting minutes respectfully submitted,
Carolyn Hill



