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“Mr. Turner said that the nursery is non-
conforming in sense of the present 
regulations…”

“Mr. Gilbertie said that he bought the place 
seventeen years ago and he had an attorney 
when he purchased it and there were no 
restrictions when he bought it and he was 
allowed to open his business… Mr. Gilbertie 
said that Weston Garden business started in 
1933… Mr. Gilbertie said that he runs the 
business there 14 hours a day.”

Planning & Zoning Commission 
October 7, 1971, Meeting Minutes



The WESTPORT NEWS
May 14, 1971

“Mike and Sal started their 
landscape business ‘in our 
father’s garage down in 
Saugatuck, 25 years ago,’ 
said Sal…”

“They moved to Weston 17 
years ago, and the 
business has grown with 
each succeeding year. The 
Gilbertie brothers now 
have a team of young 
men…”

“’We will plant anything,’ 
said Sal, ‘plan the 
landscaping for a home, 
build terrace walls. We 
make terraces, too.’”



1953, February  – The Westporter Herald Article Home Builder denied use of Weston Gardens Property                
    



“PREPARING THE FIELD for 
yesterday’s Scheduled Little 
League opener were workers 
from the Weston Garden 
Landscaping firm. From left to 
right are Charles Pierce, Andy 
Fekete and Mike Gilbertie. 
Working on the dugout in the 
background is Ralph 
Anderson.”

Westport Town Crier
April 26, 1964



2010 Contract - Landscape work , Memorial Gardens, Library 
Maintenance Landscaping

2010 Letter approved bid - To provide Landscape Services for the grounds 
around town hall

2011 Letter approved bid - To provide Landscape Services for the 
grounds around town hall

2013 Letter - Bid to provide Landscape/Tree Services for grounds around Town Hall 2018 Contract - Bid for Landscape Work - Weed and Edge, apply granular weed control and fertilizer



Year-round 
sign stating 
landscaping 
by Weston 
Gardens 
During 
Michael 
Gilbertie’s 
Ownership



Westport Town Crier, May 16, 
1957 (Weston Gardens, 
“Gilbertie Landscaping”) Fairfield County Fair, 

April 19, 1959

The Weston Forum, April 
12, 1972 



The Weston Forum, 
April 9, 1986

The Weston Voice, April 25, 1991

Weston Forum, November 20, 2008 (below)

The Weston 
Forum, March 
20th, 1974



• "Mr Carlton moved that the 
commission confirm the "active" 
and "valid" grandfathered use of 
the two residential apartments 
as well as the grandfathered 
Garden Center use of the 
property, known as Weston 
Gardens, at 1 Good Hill Rd. Mrs. 
Korsh seconded this.  The motion 
carried unanimously. (6-0)"











History from 1933 to 2025
• Continued Uninterrupted Use as “Landscape Gardener” / “Nursery” from Krelle in 1933 to the present under 

Putnam’s Ownership
• Town commission denies home builder/lumber yard in 1952 PRIOR to “Gilbertie Landscapes” buying the 

property and Weston Gardens business in 1956 with lawyer present as shown in 1971 minutes .  After buying the 
property Gilbertie advertises “Weston Gardens” and “Gilbertie Landscapes” within same advertisement

• Type of Company/Landscapers - buying property in 1956 and 2022: “Gilbertie Landscapes” company buys 
Garden Center in 1956 with a lawyer present.  “Putnam’s Landscaping” buys Garden Center in 2022 and also gets 
affirmation of ‘active  and valid grandfathered’ use on property prior to purchase of 1 Good Hill

• Weston Zoning confirms non-conforming use of property in 1952, 1956, 1971, 2021 
• In 1971 town commission affirms non-conforming use of Nursery and only brings complaint about 2 apartments 

– Also in 1971 Gilbertie explains his entire Nursery business via newspaper article celebrating past 25 years in 
business (Hence Gilbertie Landscapes was in business since 1946)

• Proof of Town hiring “Weston Gardens Landscaping Firm” in 1964 and multiple years in the 2000s
• Town Directories acknowledges use of property from Krelle in 1933 as “landscape gardener” through 1959.  In 

1959 Town Directory acknowledging Weston Gardens as a “landscaper” and Michael Gilbertie as a “landscape 
architect”

• Signage out front on RT 57 makes its obvious knowledge to town residents that Weston gardens is doing off 
site landscaping: Sign shows Michael Gilbertie’s Ownership prior to 1987, listing the company name as “Weston 
Gardens Landscaping”

• James Pjura (zoning officer through 2024) acknowledges in a letter "nonconforming nursery 
garden/landscaping business" -- AS PART OF THE PACKET SENT TO THE ZONING COMMISSION IN 2021 Prior to 
town affirming “Garden Center” non-conforming use
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