12 May 2026

To: the Weston Conservation Commission -
From: Pulling Together, Lachat Farm Land Management Committee

Dear Conservation Commission,

For the past 2 years, our team of Pulling Together with input and cooperation from the
Lachat Farm Land Management Committee, has used your permission to remove invasive
plants from the wetlands area located on the hillside at the Lachat Farm. We have enlisted
the aid of the Weston High School students, which has created a marvelous learning
experience for them all & the Lachat Farm has also created internships at the Farm &
allows us to utilize students participating in that program at the beginning of summer. In
addition, we have interested Weston adults who have come forth to participate and learn,
all the while helping us to remove a large number of invasive plants. And, we have had
fellow trained horticulturists come forth to participate, Alice Ely and John Bisceglie, among
others.

We inform and recruit folks at the Friday night Market at Lachat during the summer months
and also do the same at Kiwanis meetings and anywhere else in town that we can inform &
recruit.

In addition, this is also a science based project, in that we divide the area into 10’ X 10”
grids (delineated by green flags) and every invasive is identified and documented by nhame
& by number & also any native plants and/or trees within that grid. Accurate information is
entered into a data base and by the end of the project, we will have documented the
massive amount of invasives removed.

Sarah Hutchison and | (Pulling Together)made a presentation at UConn for the 2024 CIPWG
(Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group) Symposium by powerpoint as the sessionin
which we participated addressed how community groups address invasives within
individual towns. The other two presenters utilized adult volunteers and all were amazed to
see how many students participated with us in the project - not only doing the work, but
learning about invasives while helping the town. Sarah and | have been able to do this
based on the involvement with the students, which was requested by WHS faculty science
teacher Michael Aitkenhead and that involvement has continued and is well documented.



| have attached a section of a power point developed by Sarah Hutchison at the end of our
work year and this power point explains with photos and reports our accomplishments
thus far.

We are proud of our accomplishments, and with the permission and cooperation of the
Lachat Land Management Committee, do now apply to continue our work for another two
years.

We invite any members of your Commission to accompany us on a walk to the area at the
Lachat Farm on Saturday, June 6, and we will be pleased to answer any questions you may
have regarding our application to continue this project.

Lisa Brodlie, Sarah Hutchison, Pulling Together
Katherine McConnaughey, Chair, Lachat Land Management



